
over 100 GIG* asks, led 60 GIGs, 

and saw 23 peers become 

Christians. Pray the momentum 

continues into the fall as we 

gather both Christians and not-

yet-believers into community 

and into engaging with Jesus.

*GIG = Group Investigating God, that is, a 

Bible study with non-Christian/s

Three of our staff and 33 of our students spent 

spring break in Panama City Beach, Florida for a 

week of evangelistic outreach and training called 

Soul Surf. They had an incredible time, racking up 

an amazing 850 spiritual conversations, 

263 gospel presentations, and 

participating in over 20 decisions to 

follow Jesus.

Just as exciting is the way that has 

translated to these students’ ability and 

comfort in witnessing with friends back 

on campus. The first week back two 

students had evangelistic 

conversations with their friends 

and led them to Christ.

A couple weeks later the 

students ran some similar 

outreach “proxe stations” on 

our campus: an interactive 

display that asks students what 

they are most thirsty for, love, 

success, fun, or purpose. On the 

right is a screen capture of our 

student’s facebook post (re-

posted to the alumni group). It 

made my day that he referred 

to our study in Romans 12 from 

the week before.

Witness has been encouraging 

all year: our students made well 

work in progress
the ministry report of Trever Risinger at the University of Illinois

witness at U of Illinois Soul Surf and its impact
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over the summer, for good community and encouragement.

Pray for the momentum for outreach to grow over the summer, as our 

students witness where they are, and look forward to the fall.

Pray for God to raise up another strong freshman class for our chapters.
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above: a post from 
a student about a 

great conversation 
at a proxe.

left top: two 
recent new 

Christians working 
the proxe with 

friends.
left middle: the 
“red cup” proxe

left bottom: a few 
of the 110+ cards 

we collected.
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23 students
became Christians
thru InterVarsity

at U of Illinois
this year.



This year I wrote new studies to cover more of 

Romans, and we took our small groups through 

most of chapters 12-15. This section hangs 

together nicely, so it has stuck in my mind, and, I 

hope, in the minds of our students. I reminded 

them yesterday, as our 

Chapter Focus Week 

training started, with this 

vision (abridged): My 

desire is for this week to be 

saturated with worship. ... 

And remember how Paul 

describes it? “Therefore, I 

urge you brothers, in view 

of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living 

sacrifices... this is your true and proper worship.” 

Then in expanding concentric circles Paul explains 

what that looks like: humble service in 

relationships with those close to us (ch 12), 

humble acceptance of Christians who are 

different than us (ch 14), and humble prayer and 

sacrifice to bring the gospel to those we don’t 

even know (ch 15). When we humbly prioritize 

the spiritual well-being of others in these ways, it 

rises like the aroma of a pleasing sacrifice to God. 

Please pray for this to keep sinking into the minds 

and hearts of our students and staff! Let me 

know if you want a pdf of the guide.

As I write, the family is getting 

by without me. I’m mid-way 

through two-weeks in Michigan 

for student training. Last week I 

had a great time leading worship 

for UIC, IIT, & other schools. This 

week I’m overseeing camp with 

our U of I students and DePauw. 

It’s great to see God at work, but 

it gets lonely. I have to settle for 

stories of what I miss. Like the 

huge text from the Dad who 

subbed for me coaching David’s 

football team. Lots of highlights. 

He’s more excited than the kids.

home front

book table

stories & pictures from home

romans 12-15 at chapter focus week

Trever Risinger 3208 W William St Champaign, IL  61821 217.417.5167 trever_risinger@ivstaff.org
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for God’s anointing on them to lead with clarity, grace and strong faith.

Pray for my work & influence with the kids, parents, and adults on teams 

I’m coaching—David’s baseball & flag football, and church co-rec softball.

Pray for our family regrouping time, rebuilding relationship when I return.
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”“
Quotables

(Trever)

(David)

(David, to Kristin playing candy crush)

This n with a little 2
is called n-squared,

it means two n’s multiplied. 
3What do you think x  means?

Triangled?

...

Why do you always do
random things instead

of what I tell you?
left: Michael 
enjoyed the big 
production of 
prom this year.

above left: Cayla 
& Kristin bonded 
over the sewing of 
a new skirt.
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