
This “micro-plant” has a wonderful opportunity 

for growth this year. They started with a leader & 

3 core, brought 7 to LaFe13, and had 14 attend 

their first meeting in January, with lots of 

networking possibilities. More significantly, we 

just brought on Tanya, NU alum and UIUC grad 

student, as an official volunteer with the group. 

Pray for an open door for outreach through their 

connections in the Latino community at UIUC.

Besides the 3 independent chapters, there are a 

few areas of special outreach. An exciting new 

one is “LaFe,” short for “Latino Fellowship,” and 

meaning “the Faith” in Spanish. Here’s a story 

from Madeline, who is coaching the LaFe leaders:

It was at LaFe small group that Jenny 

first encountered God through Scripture. 

At LaFe13, InterVarsity’s national LaFe 

student conference over winter break, 

she got a picture of God’s mission to 

reach other students, including her large 

network of Latino friends. Finally, at our 

Winter Retreat (February 7-9), after experiencing 

God in community and a sense of His mission, 

she stood to commit to a relationship with Jesus!

know enough Christians with money to fund her 

work. Our staff already on campus at U of I are 

not that well funded either. In total, the funding 

gap for U of I staff is over $208,000 per year.

Both of these problems could be solved by 

mobilizing more alumni—especially those 10+ 

years out. So we are building momentum for our 
th75  anniversary reunion, to reconnect and re-

vision these alumni, and establish partnerships 

with as many as possible. Our goals: close the 

funding gap by 2017 and gain hundreds of 

prayer partners.

There are over 
3000 Latino

students at UIUC.
Almost all are

unreached.
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the chapters at U of Illinois

facing the funding gap

special outreach 1: LaFe
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ts Pray for Tanya’s ministry with LaFe: for their mission to advance through 

their networks, and for multiplication and development of leaders.

Pray for the ministry of Area Coordinators (SGL Coaches) like Melissa: for 

God’s anointing to develop leaders under them & shepherd their people.

Pray for Tanya’s fundraising as she tries to raise her volunteer budget.
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below: Melissa 
(center) and Tanya 

(right) with the 
LaFe13 attenders.

bottom: Melissa 
(right) with FAR at

Winter Retreat

I just met with Melissa Perez, Area Coordinator 

in FAR. It was a delightful conversation about 

how she is developing her SG leaders in their 

leadership and in their relationship with God, 

how she is leading her team through problem-

solving processes to help the ministry grow, and 

how she loves the work she does 

in her ministry in FAR. Melissa 

is an excellent staff candidate.

But we can’t hire her any time 

soon. As a convert from a non-

Christian family, she doesn’t 

Issue 18.1         March 2014

 The LaFe Small Group: Sara, Susely, Anthony (SG leader), 
Fernando, Jenny, Melissa (SG leader).
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I love how students grow in their understanding 

of the gospel as we study Romans. I just taught 

SGLs through chapter 6, where Paul tackles a his 

critics’ question: since grace is free, where’s the 

motivation for holiness? Here’s an excerpt from 

the guide I wrote for SGLs:

The world’s message is that 

unless we indulge in sin, we 

are missing out on life. Paul 

says, on the contrary, those 

things result in death! God’s 

gift is that because of the 

change in your heart, you can 

live the “life of the age to come,” starting now. 

Holiness does not stifle life, as the world claims, it 

is life. Sin is not “really living,” as the world 

claims, it is life that’s really dying. I waver in my 

pursuit of holiness because I don't believe it. This 

shows how out of touch with reality I am! Paul 

confronts the lie head on. “What advantage ... 

from the things of which you now are ashamed?” 

You could go there, but no sane person would.

Tom Wright’s Paul for Everyone series has been a 

great help as we’ve prepared our studies. It’s an 

amazing combination of profound insight and 

casual, informal accessibility.

Michael is getting daily college mail now ... form 

letters saying how special he is and how their 

school is just right for him. The search process is 

daunting, considering the financial limitations. 

But Kristin, as usual, is diving into the research 

and enjoying the task of seeing what’s out there. 

Meanwhile, I’m checking into the IV chapters at 

each of these schools. Jeremiah, I believe, has 

caught the vision of excelling during high school 

to increase his options for college. Cayla, on the 

other hand, just had a meltdown 

because she got a non-A on a 

test. So everyone’s different 

personality has an angle on the 

process. And, in defiance of 

the midwestern winter, I just 

signed up to coach David’s 

baseball and football in the 

spring, should it ever come.

home front

book table

michael, you’re special...

paul for everyone: romans
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ts Pray for momentum for the 75th anniversary alumni reunion, that many 

will return, be inspired, and renew their support for the work.

Pray for our preparation work for the reunion and campaign, for logistics, 

volunteer help, wisdom in communication, and vision.

Pray for Michael’s college search process, testing, grades.. .and options.
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Quotables

(Trever)

(Cayla—10 minutes of interruptions later)

(David, first time watching PGA on TV)

Not now, Cayla,
Lynn and I are working.

Dad, it doesn’t look like
you’re getting much work done.

...

Why are they playing golf
right next to a lake?
That’s really dumb.

below: Cayla is 
enjoying archery, 

a relatively new 
club sport at her 

middle school. She 
hopes to improve 
more quickly now 

—she just got 
fitted for contacts.
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