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Talking to Strangers...on the Beach

It was a few weeks before the deadline and Kyle was 
hesitant to sign up. He was thinking about attend-

ing Soul Surf, a spring break trip in Panama City 
Beach, FL where students learn to share their faith 
with partying spring breakers. There was just 
one problem. 

“I was barely able to introduce myself to strangers, 
much less talk to them about Jesus!” said Kyle. “But as 

I began to make plans for spring break, God put it on my 
heart to see what it was like to take risks for the sake of the Gos-

pel.” Kyle was among 34 students who participated in Soul Surf and all of them started 
the week timid and afraid to start spiritual conversations. 

“On the first day, we were sent out in groups to practice beginning conversations with 
strangers. I was paired up with Stephanie and my staff worker, Brittany—two of the 
biggest extroverts I know! Within minutes, Brittany urged me to talk to people playing 
Frisbee. I gathered the courage to talk to them but found out they were in the middle 
of a tournament! Even though I didn’t get to start a conversation, it was as if God was 
seeing if I would take the risk. He showed me that He wasn’t going to leave my 
side that week and talking to people isn’t as scary as I thought! By the end of the week, 
I had several spiritual conversations and even got to share the Gospel a few times!”  

...and on campus!
Our students returned from Soul Surf with a desire to motivate others in our chapter to 
share their faith on campus! We trained over 89 students how to run proxe stations, 
interactive displays that jumpstart spiritual conversations, and spent three days on the 
Quad engaging our campus with the truth of the Gospel. Here’s what some of them 
had to say:
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“I met up with a non-Christian friend to work on a project and she 
mentioned how she didn’t have time to check out our proxe. So 
I explained it to her instead of working on our project! We talked 
about God’s role in our lives and it was SO AWESOME.” 

“Five minutes ago, Chester and I ended up sharing the Gospel with a girl named Tingting and 
she COMMITTED TO FOLLOWING CHRIST! Celebrate with me, for a daughter of our God has 
returned!”

“Had an awesome conversation with a Muslim girl who said it’s hard for her to have faith in God 
when there is persecution around the world. I shared with her what we learned in Romans dur-
ing small group about how as Christians, we’re called to overcome evil with love because that is 
our best weapon as peacemakers! She was interested in learning more about Christianity!”

Praise God for students who have come to know Jesus this year like Austin (above left) who became a Christian 
through a GIG with staff intern, Laura (in gray) this spring! Above he’s at a proxe station, inviting others to follow Jesus!



Calling to Career: A Personal Update

I’m having a hard time putting this past year of ministry into words! It’s been a year 
fraught with joy, loneliness, frustration and hope. 

I had the privilege of working with a group of students who have a genuine desire 
to make Jesus known on our campus through the Large Groups we create and social 
events we plan. They’re fun, smart, creative and love Jesus in ways that compel others 
around them to ask questions and inspire my own faith. I’ve coached them, rejoiced with 
them, cried with them and have eaten a lot of good food with them. The ways they’ve 
grown and have contributed to the growth and health of our chapter has been my 
biggest source of joy this year! 

I also stepped into new roles of leadership that have challenged and stretched me. I emceed our Regional Staff Conference in 
Chicago, directed our chapter’s annual Winter Retreat and have agreed to direct Soul Surf next spring after such a successful 
trip this year. These experiences have taught me a lot about myself and how my gifts can help lead others to experience God’s 

presence. What a blessing!

Amidst an encouraging year of ministry, I’ve also experienced strong periods of loneli-
ness. Continuing to work full time on a part time salary, struggling to form relation-
ships with people my age and facing the challenges of being a single woman in 
ministry have also been realities of this year. I’ve been learning what it looks like 
to wrestle with God—through all of life’s seasons. 

Among these seasons, I can’t believe I’m entering my fifth year of doing ministry with 
InterVarsity this fall! I’m confident that God has turned an initial calling four years ago 
into a career for the foreseeable future. This past year has confirmed how much I desire 
students to know Jesus on our campus and that I believe God is up to something big 
here! He’s asking me to continue being a part of it. Thank you for walking alongside 
me throughout these years! Will you continue to join me?  

I’ll be giving you a call this summer to catch up and discuss how you’d like to continue advancing God’s Kingdom on campus 
with me. I look forward to talking with you! 

To God be the Glory, 

The Chapter Events Team and I having 
fun at our year-end photo shoot!

Having fun at Chapter Focus Week with 
Sarah and Amelia, two freshmen who 

will be small group leaders this fall!


