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Winter Retreat: God is in the Details 
The days leading up to directing a retreat for 175 students is, as one might imagine, stress-
ful. My clipboard was filled with notes in hurried scribbles: Buy snacks. Find cars. Remember 
fabric for prayer room. This year’s Winter Retreat was my first solo directing experience and 
I was desperately trying to keep my head above the sea of details. And when I felt like 
I was about to go under, I would stop and pray, “Lord, help me to remember the big 
picture. May students come to meet you in profound ways this weekend.” 

When students arrived Friday night, I saw them smile when they picked up the booklets that I 
had put together (they had “Despicable Me” minions on them--our theme for the weekend). On 
Saturday afternoon, I read a note that a student left in the prayer room, “Thanks for making this 
space available. I met God here.” Later that evening, I cried at the sight of four students standing 
to commit to follow Jesus for the first time. And during the offering on Sunday, we collected over 
$2,000 to send to our friends in Malawi. God was certainly at work! 

Throughout the weekend, I was struck at how God uses the details, from snacks to fabric, to contribute and bless a 
weekend that advances His Kingdom! I have a renewed appreciation for finding Him in those often stressful and mundane 
places to see how He’s using them to glorify Himself. I’m so thankful for how I met God amidst a busy weekend of ministry!

Thanks for praying for me and our weekend at Winter Retreat! Ask that God would empower our students to live 
out their commitments on campus. 

From Complacency to Conviction
I often hear testimonies from new and old Christians alike who describe a process of internal-

izing Jesus as a personal Savior. It’s a beautiful process, but my growth as a Christian seems to 
be happening the opposite way. I am learning to externalize an internalized truth.

As a pastor’s daughter, I grew up surrounded by the Gospel. I spoke perfect “Christianese” 
and understood all the unspoken rules of my faith. Until college, Jesus had His lordship in 

my life, but remained tucked away as a normalized phenomenon in my heart. I allowed Him 
to become too internalized, along with my emotions and my pain. I passively allowed Christian-

ity to become a compartment of my identity, but my motives and lifestyle showed otherwise.

It wasn’t until I became involved with InterVarsity that Jesus became more than a personal be-
lief that I had grown complacent to. Students and staff showed me that truly living for Jesus is 
fulfilling—they showed me healing that comes from vulnerability and transformation that comes 

from discipleship. Experiencing Him in these ways moved me to represent Christ loudly and boldly. 

Through it all, I’ve found that God desires for us to experience Him. Taking on the Creative Coordinator role of our 
Chapter Events Team has taught me that there are never enough ways to experience God’s character. A recent InterVarsity 
arts conference reminded me that art communicates. I am humbled to be in a role that allows me to facilitate the communica-
tion of God’s beauty through creativity. It is a role that reflects not only my passions, but also an ongoing process of external-
izing the truths that have convicted my heart for so long.

It’s been a joy for me to work with the Chapter Events Team this year! Ask God that He would continue to use our 
team to put on Large Groups and social events that draw students to Himself. 

 by Charissa Kim

Kathryn (in blue), a freshmen 
I disciple regularly, with her 
friends at Winter Retreat!

Charissa (far left) and the 
Chapter Events Team I lead, 

having dinner together!


