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Prayer Requests 
•  Br idge-builders—Pray that I meet 

some Christian art students who will help 

me draw more people into Arts 

community. 

•  Chr istmas break—some students 

will return home to difficult family 

situations or various temptations. Pray that 

these students stay connected to 

community. 

•  Transit ions—Ian will be transitioning 

to Champaign and student teaching. Pray 

for the various adjustments in this new 

phase of our life.   

THE BUSEY GIRL JUMP. ATTEMPT #14 

1

As I shared in my last letter—Ian was 
approved to student teach in Champaign 
Urbana this spring semester.  Things are 
coming together as far as being able to find 
him a placement and a supervisor and we’re 
so thankful!   

God has strengthened our trust in Him and 
our love as we’ve been apart. It’s always 
surprising how God works with less-
than- ideal  c ircumstances to make 
them worth something more.   
Nonetheless, Ian is pretty entertaining and as 
we are married, I’m eager to have him as my 
roomie again.   

2

Some things we’re looking forward to: 

•Ian joining our church small group. 

•Pursuing friendships with 3 of the local gym 

workers—we don’t know where they are at 

spiritually and are so eager to get to know 

them outside the gym. 

•Creating artwork and selling it together. 

•Getting to know the local artist community. 

•Ian having opportunities to get involved 

with my campus work. 

•A new circle of people to befriend within 

Ian’s teaching network. 

 

Thank you! 
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The theme of exceeding goals continues; we hoped to see 140 of our 
students come to Fall Conference and instead brought 155!  All in all there 
were over 300 people in attendance.  I helped in the 1 Thessalonians track 
that first-time attenders take.  It was so fun watching students have 
their minds blown when they slow down and study the Word. It reminds 
me of my own experience of falling in love with Bible study.  

We rejoiced to see two students make first time commitments to follow 
Christ, 20+ recommitments, and countless students stand to commit to 
asking a nonbelieving friend into an evangelistic Bible study.  This will be a 
crop that reproduces! 

Fall Conference 

I recently met with a U of I Art Education professor (and Christian) and we had a great 
conversation.  Along with some insight into the spiritual climate in the Art Building, I 
received encouragement from his insistence that community is  v i ta l for Christ-
following art ists .  He even offered to host the gathering we’ll have this month! I’m 
eager to meet with the other Christian visual arts professor I’ve been in contact with and 
to find some within the Theatre, Music, & Architecture departments. 

Thank you all for your prayers and financial support! These sacrificial 
investments will have eternal payoffs, and it’s great to have you all 
as part of the team.  If you would like to give online, my account 

address is:  

donate.intervarsity.org/support/Meghan_Sikes 

Or for mailing checks: IVCF Attn: Donation Services P.O. Box 7895 
Madison, WI 53707  

(Make the check out to IVCF and write my name in the memo.) 

 
SEE OTHER SIDE FOR STORIES FROM MY STUDENTS! 



From the Students… 
Your gifts ,  your prayers,  and what God does with them: 
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“Staying at Busey-Evans was not an easy decision to make but in my 
heart I knew I should. As the semester progressed and I became more 
comfortable with small group leading I fell in love with the idea of staying 
next year and leading more girls in their faith. I became excited to see my 
small group members grow this year and wouldn't want to miss out next 
year. For next year I hope that as a community we may be able to bring 
more girls to faith and continue to grow in our own faith as well. I hope 
that we may create a strong community and within our InterVarsity 
chapter.” 

“Staying at Busey has been an interesting decision for me. School is 
expensive, so it was tempting to apply to be an RA or to even think about 
apartments. However, I really feel like God has some big things in store 
for Busey, and He's calling me to serve here by staying. It's been exciting 
to see the community growing not only in numbers, but also (and more 
importantly) in closeness with one another and with God. I hope to see 
more closeness as a community, and a shifting in priorities for all of us so 
that we put God first more often.” 

“So the one of the themes at Vision was ‘Break Every Chain.’ 
Everyone had their own unique chain. A lot of the chains at the 
conference were depression, pornography, trust issues, guilt, sadness. 
Some of my chains were anger, sadness, hurt, just a lot of emotions 
bottled up all at once.  

My biggest chain had to be unforgiveness. I hadn't forgiven my father 
for leaving and it was like poison, consuming my happiness and joy. It 
caused me to be very angry and frustrated all the time to the point 
where my heart became cold and hard towards my father.  As a 
result, I didn't allow myself to have the relationship with God that I 
really longed for.  

Saturday night we had an opportunity to receive prayer. When I 
finally went, I couldn't stop crying. The woman praying held me after 
we prayed.  At that point I began to feel so much lighter and I knew 
that God was telling me that it was okay to forgive my father because 
He forgave him. I knew that God was softening my heart and pouring 
his love on me through the lady. I felt so new. I can't wait to see what 
He will continue to do in my life.” 

Susely (sophomore) on her 

decision to stay in the dorms  

Jasmine (sophomore) on her 

decision to stay in the dorms 

Diamond (freshman) on her 

experience at our national 

conference for black students 


