
Notes from Katie McPherrin in Champaign-Urbana 
July 2014 

A Tale of Two Cities: 

Katie McPherrin mcpherrin@gmail.com 1904 Galena St.  Urbana  61802 630-710-9067 

What happens in Panama City Beach... 
It was a few weeks before the deadline and Kyle was hesitant to sign up. He was thinking about 

attending Soul Surf, a spring break trip in Panama City Beach, FL where students learn to share 

their faith with partying spring breakers. There was just one problem. 

“I was barely able to introduce myself to strangers, 

much less talk to them about Jesus!” said Kyle. “But 

as I began to make plans for spring break, God put it on 

my heart to see what it was like to take risks for the sake 

of the Gospel.” Kyle was among 34 students who partici-

pated in Soul Surf and all of them started the week timid 

and afraid to start spiritual conversations. 

“On the first day, we 

were sent out in groups to 

practice beginning conversations with strangers. I was paired up with 

Stephanie and my staff worker, Brittany—two of the biggest extroverts 

I know! Within minutes, Brittany urged me to talk to people playing 

Frisbee. I gathered the courage to talk to them but found out they 

were in the middle of a tournament!  

Even though I didn’t get to start a conversation, it was as if God was seeing if I 

would take the risk. He showed me that He wasn’t going to leave my side that 

week and talking to people isn’t as scary as I thought! By the end of the week, 

I had several spiritual conversations and even got to share the Gospel a few 

times!” 

… Returns to Campus! 
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Our students returned from Soul Surf ready to motivate others to share their faith! We taught 89 additional 

students how to run proxe stations (interactive displays that jumpstart spiritual conversations) and spent three 

days engaging our campus with the truth of the Gospel. Here are a few students’ reports from those days: 

Dustin: “Five minutes ago, Chester and I ended up sharing the Gospel with a 

girl named Tingting and she COMMITTED TO FOLLOWING CHRIST! Cele-

brate with me, for a daughter of our God has returned!” 

Harrison: “I had an awesome conversation with a Muslim girl who said it’s 

hard for her to have faith in God when there is persecution around the 

world. I shared with her what we learned in Romans during small group 

about how as Christians, we’re called to overcome evil with love because 

that is our best weapon as peacemakers!  She was interested in learning 

              more about Christianity!”  

Praise God for people who have come to know Jesus this year through interactions with our stu-

dents! In addition to the 23 new Christians in Florida, we had 21 new Christians on campus! In the photo 

above, two of our new Christians are working a proxe station on campus, inviting others to follow Jesus too!  

Photo by Bri�any Small 

Soul Surf Highlights 

2,500+ approaches 

850 spiritual conversations 

254 gospel presentations 

23 new Christians! 

 



As Austin and I head towards our November 29 wedding date and prepare to do ministry as a married 
couple, we have received the blessing of a $6000 matching grant to help us build towards long-term 
support. So, every new $1 of annual support committed between now and September 30 will be matched with 
an additional $1. A new or increased sustainable gift will count for double!  

In effort to maximize this grant, would you consider: 

      a new annual commitment of $500-1000?  
      a new or increased gift of $50-100/month? 
 

You can give at donate.intervarsity.org/support/Katie_McPherrin or use the 
enclosed envelope. If your gift is intended towards the match, please let me know 
via email at mcpherrin@gmail.com!  

  With gratitude,  

Your Investment Can Yield Double Return 

We’ve 
laughed 
that be-
tween 
marriage 
and the 
matching 
grant, 
we’ve 

got the ministry support version 
of “buy one, get one free” this 
summer!  

BOGO! 
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