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Madeline’s Moments  

Please Pray For... 

 Leaders, like Shannon, to continue 
reflecting on God’s faithfulness and 
partnering with Him in mission to 
this campus  

 60% of our students to come to 
Chapter Focus Week May 17-23 to 
grow in their relationship with God 
and to prepare for reaching more 
of the campus in August. 

 Me, as I train about 30 new SGLs. 

Madeline Tsui            2404 Windward Blvd, #104 ,  Champaign, IL 61821        314.497.8162        madeline.tsui@gmail.com 

A year ago, we asked Melissa, a small group leader in PAR, to move across the street for her senior year in order to be the FAR 

Area Coordinator because ministry in the dorm of 1200 residents was small and fragile. She faithfully and intentionally coached 

and developed the four small group leaders and to build FAR into a strong, thriving dorm ministry. Meanwhile, ministry in PAR, 

a dorm with 1080 residents, was struggling to grow this year and didn’t seem to have much in the leadership pipeline. Looking 

towards the fall, Melissa and I prayed and met with three SGLs to discern who will step up to be the FAR AC next year. It be-

came clear that Tolu and Shannon had grown immensely this year and that they both would grow and be challenged  as ACs. 

Going into leadership selection, we only expected to ask one SGL to step up but we ended up asking Tolu to be the FAR AC 

next year and Shannon to move across the street to be the PAR AC next year!!! 

Shannon Sampson 

 

“When I was asked to become a SGL at the end of my freshman year, I gladly 

accepted – but not without my doubts. I knew my leaders believed I had po-

tential, and I did too, but I wasn’t quite sure how I was going to make the 

jump from quiet SG member to bold leader.  

 

Looking back over this year, however, I can see now how God has been faith-

ful in empowering and developing me as a leader. I have seen God work sig-

nificantly in breaking my need for control and replacing it with trust. Balancing 

SGLing and a difficult course load this semester has been both my greatest 

challenge and my greatest point of growth, forcing me to acknowledge my 

limits and resting in God’s provision rather than my own efforts. Despite my 

weakness, God has worked powerfully in my SG, and I have found joy and 

freedom in understanding that. 

 

In the coming year, I will be moving to a different dorm, trading a room with a 

dear friend for a room with a stranger, and assuming the role of AC of PAR.  

As I look ahead at what’s to come, I find myself asking the same question I 

was asking this time last year: How am I ever going to have what it takes to 

lead well in this new and slightly intimidating role? It’s a bit like coming full 

circle; the difference is that this time, I have a year of God’s faithfulness in my 

leadership to look back on. I don’t yet know exactly how I’m going to make 

the jump from SGL to ACing, but I do know that God works through the weak 

and willing (that’s me!). Next year won’t be easy, but God will move in PAR, 

and I am thankful that he’s invited me to take a risk and be a part of his work 

there. So I look forward with anticipation to a year from now, when I have 

more stories to tell of God’s faithfulness in my life and in the lives of the peo-

ple of PAR.” 

Quiet Member to Bold Leader 
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