
BONNIE’S STEPS:
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (ICF)

A month ago, something happened that has 
confirmed to me, the importance of interna-
tional student ministry, both here and around 
the country.  Friday, September  27th, one of 
our students was brutally murdered by her 
ex-boyfriend.  Her roommate was also present in the apartment, threatened, and locked in the bathroom.  
Needless to say, the next couple of weeks were intense.  The victim was a serious seeker and has been a 
part of a small group for quite some time.  She had recently begun attending church. 

Our mission to the campus remains, and my resolve is strengthened.   We have such an amazing oppor-
tunity to introduce students to Jesus and to invite them into a Christian community.  Many who come 
from China, have no spiritual background or foundation.  It is thrilling to watch their understanding of 
God expand, as they study the bible together.  

As always, God is able to bring redemption in the midst of even awful tragedy. We just found out that 
the roommate made a decision to follow Jesus. We are asking that God continue to move in the chapter 
and use this for his purposes and glory.

Our lives are currently very full and weighty.  Our grand-
daughter still lives with us, and her mom’s choices are be-
ginning to wear on us.  Campus work is intense because of 
the death of our student.  And the schedule is full with con-
ferences and meetings.  Please pray for stamina and perse-
verance as we press on.  Pray that God would do good work 
in and through us, despite the challenges. 	  

                   

Ruby has brought much Joy  (her middle name!) 

into our lives. She smiles and now giggles  regu-

larly and makes funny noises as she interacts with 

the family. 

Here she is, at nearly six months. She’s enjoying 

her new work out.
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CRAIG’S STEPS:
DOWNSTATE ILLINOIS 

As you picked up from Bonnie’s column, this is has already 
been a semester full of the unexpected. For a variety of rea-
sons we are short staffed. Life circumstances can get in the 
way, or we can treat them as God’s invitation to learn some-
thing. So we have chosen to listen to what he wants us to 
learn during upheaval, pressure and unexpected circum-
stances that come our way.

In the midst of it all, we find clear evidence of God’s work, 
and we rest in this as an indication that his presence is with 
us. Here is another story from the U of Illinois, as they are 
reaching out to new students:

Charlene's Story

Charlene is a new student who grew up in CA. Coming all 
the way to Illinois for school, she didn't know a single per-
son and found herself very lonely and searching for purpose 
upon arrival. Lina, a friend on campus, started inviting her 
to InterVarsity events. Though Charlene refused Lina's repeated invitations to small group and events on 
campus, for "some reason" she accepted an offer to join us at New Student Retreat! She had never been 
interested in spiritual matters, but experienced Christian community in a way that began to satisfy her 
loneliness. As she encountered Jesus, she found that he might have something to say about her purpose 
in life. During a Bible study on the parable of the sower, she was impressed by how the Bible defied her 
expectations. Instead of being inaccessible and irrelevant, she met God as she studied! Struck by the fact 
that Jesus invites her to relate to him, she felt she needed to respond to him. Later that night, during our 
time of commitment, Charlene stood to indicate her decision to start a relationship with Jesus for the 
first time. Her small group members joyfully rushed over to hug and celebrate with her! 

As we seek to plant and build witnessing communities on every campus in Downstate Illinois, we’d ap-
preciate your prayers for our staff team. Most of the new staff are still working on their funding. Some 
are discouraged and others are working very hard to see God’s mission accomplished on campus. 

Bonnie & Craig Ward                                        

We would like to cut down on the cost of mailing our 
newsletter but we still want to keep everyone informed. 
If it makes no difference to you, we’d love to email you a 
pdf of our newsletter (but if you still prefer the post of-
fice, we’ll be happy to oblige!). If you’d like to switch to 
electronic copies, please email “Send me an electronic 
copy!” to craig_ward@ivstaff.org. Thank you so much!
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PRAISES:
• God sustained us and gave Bonnie words to 
speak at the memorial service
• ICF students rallied and cared for each other 
and the victim’s parents in God-honoring ways.
• God is present and faithful in the midst of 
storms
• Both Moriah and Bonnie remain cancer-free
• Hannah and C Terrence were happily married 
on 8/4 and both have jobs in Milwaukee

AND PRAYERS:
•  Grieving students to find comfort in 
Jesus and for many seekers to turn to 
Him in this time. 
• Wisdom as we try to care for Jenn 
and Ruby and Noah. 
• Fall Conference coming November 1-
3.  Pray for the preparation and for stu-
dents to have a significant encounter 
with Jesus. 
• For continued funding needs. 
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