
BONNIE’S STEPS:
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP (ICF)

There	  is	  no	  evidence	  of	  spring	  in	  our	  neck	  
of	  the	  woods—snow	  on	  the	  ground	  and	  a	  
temperature	  of	  5	  degrees.	  	  We	  know,	  how-‐
ever,	  that	  it	  will	  come,	  some	  day.	  And	  so	  
we	  wait.	  Ministry	  and	  life	  are	  often	  like	  
that.	  We	  have	  seasons	  where	  it	  is	  hard	  to	  
see	  evidence	  of	  God’s	  work.	  Sometimes,	  we	  get	  glimpses—like	  birdsong	  in	  the	  morning,	  or	  more	  
daylight,	  or	  a	  patch	  of	  green	  grass.	  At	  others	  times,	  we	  just	  have	  to	  trust.	  	  Scripture	  is	  full	  of	  injunc-‐
tions	  to	  wait.	  	  A	  favorite	  of	  mine	  is	  found	  in	  Psalm	  27:14:
	   Wait	  for	  the	  Lord;	  Be	  strong,	  and	  let	  your	  heart	  take	  courage:	  yes,	  wait	  for	  the	  Lord.

And	  so	  we	  wait:
	   1)	  for	  the	  more	  than	  15	  seekers	  in	  ICF	  to	  	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  become	  followers	  of	  Jesus

2)	  for	  new	  leaders	  to	  be	  raised	  up	  in	  ICF
	   3)	  for	  new	  staff	  to	  raise	  funds	  to	  be	  on	  	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  campus
	   4)	  for	  Ruby	  to	  grow	  in	  the	  knowledge	  that	  	  
	   	  	  	  	  	  she	  is	  loved	  and	  cared	  for
	  
After	  the	  tragedy	  of	  last	  fall,	  our	  chapter	  is	  rallying	  
and	  recovering.	  Mengchen’s	  roommate,	  Jane,	  is	  
growing	  by	  leaps	  and	  bounds	  in	  her	  faith.	  Leaders	  
are	  gaining	  a	  greater	  sense	  of	  urgency	  for	  reaching	  
more	  of	  the	  campus.	  	  They	  are	  working	  on	  becoming	  more	  of	  a	  community	  on	  mission	  together.	  

PRAISES:
• Good Fall Conf, with one new believer
• God’s sustaining grace in the midst of life’s craziness
• Opportunity to visit China this summer to visit Esther 
Liu’s (a former student) parents

AND PRAYERS:
•  Esther’s parents will come to know Jesus
• Many across the division and especially in 
ICF to commit to following Jesus 
• New Small Group Leaders at ISU
• Increase in missional activity in the division 

• Lisa’s replacement as ISM’s National Director
       

Bonnie is part of the National Team for 

ISM (International Student Ministry) giv-

ing guidance to IV’s ministry to interna-

tional students.  

Bonnie is seen here with the National 

Team. Lisa Espineli Chinn, front row and 

second from left, is retiring as National 

Director. 
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CRAIG’S STEPS:
DOWNSTATE ILLINOIS 

It’s been about a year that I’ve been in the Divisional 
Director role. As a region (Indiana and Illinois), we 
have identified the need to develop our students mis-
sionally. Our mission in Downstate Illinois (DILL) 
is to plant and build Witnessing Communities 
among every people group on every campus in 
DILL. And developing our students missionally 
means simply that we invite them to participate in 
that mission and help them to debrief/reflect on their 
experiences so that they can grow in their abilities to 
engage the mission.

This is still new to us and we are learning how our 
roles on staff can best be used to partner with God as 
he transforms all of us in the process.

One of the challenges this year is that our staff at 
Illinois State University is taking a leave of absence 
for a year. We are trusting that she will be able to return in August 2014. You 
may recall that this is also where our youngest daughter, Moriah, attends. Bon-
nie and I are devoting some of our time to working with the chapter.

The student leaders are working hard to help the chapter grow and to develop 
new leaders as they look to next year. This is all part of the missional growth to 
which I referred above. Perhaps the most critical leadership role is that of the 
Small Group Leader. We’ll spend the next month or two identifying and invit-
ing students to consider this role for next year. 

I was recently on campus and met with Hannah, a Sophomore in Human Re-
sources. She has been actively responding to God’s work in her life since High 
School but her growth has accelerated since joining IV soon after she came to campus. I was excited to 
hear of her joy in Bible Study, her love for her SG, her vision for her fellow students and of her desire to 
be used in the chapter to fill critical needs. And it was strong reminder that when circumstances seem to 
say that God is inactive, that He is always at work and His work is always beautiful.

Bonnie & Craig Ward    
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FAMILY UPDATE:
Ruby’s mom (Jenn) moved out in mid-November due to 
some poor choices on her part. Ruby and Noah continue to 
live with us. We are all working hard to juggle ministry, work 
and her care. Jenn’s mom watches Ruby on Monday after-
noons and Bonnie has rearranged her work hours to have 
two full days of watching Ruby each week. She is growing 
and thriving and is already 10 months old. She continues to 
delight and exhaust us.

In mid December my (Craig’s) dad passed away from an 
infection. At 91 it was not unexpected but it did come on 
suddenly. He lived a full life, passionate about ministry until 
the day he died. I was so grateful to be able to fly back in 
time to spend the last few days in the hospital with him. We 
had some cherished moments, both with the family (includ-
ing a carol sing on a Sunday afternoon) and with just the 
two of us. I was also grateful that my whole family was able 
to drive out for the Memorial Service. In the midst of grief, 
God provides many reminders that he is present with us 
and cares for us in a variety of needs.
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