
 Over spring break 3 staff including myself and 33 
of our students met up with about a dozen individuals from 
other schools went to Panama City Beach Florida for a 
spring break evangelism trip called Soul Surf. This was the 
first year Soul Surf ran during the week that U of I had spring 
break so although we were excited about the possibilities, we 
didn’t really know what would happen. What happened blew 

out expectations 
out of the water.
 During the week 
we ran set up sever-
al interactive display 
boards called proxe 
stations on the 
beach and talked to 
tourists and locals 
who were hanging 

out on the beach. The proxe station shows four large red 
Solo cups, a symbol closely associated with party culture in 
college, labeled with the categories: Love, Success, Purpose, 
or Fun. As people interacted with the proxe we asked them 
put a sticker on the category of what they were most thirsty 
for. From there students would ask why they chose the cat-
egory they did, and have a spiritual conversation based 
around the Jesus’ words to the woman at the well “but who-
ever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.” 
 The week started with 33 students, must of whom 
were scared to even start a casual conversation with the stu-
dents partying on the beach. By the end of the week all 33 had 
had dozens of conversations at the proxe stations and grown 
greatly in their confidence in initiating spiritual conversa-
tions. One of the most shocking things about the beach was 
people’s openness to talk. About a third of all people we 
approached ended up having spiritual conversations with 
us and many of those lasted for a long time. 
 There are dozens of amazing stories, but I’ll tell a 
representative one. One night we gave away a couple thou-
sand pancakes to people that were walking by and many who 
stopped for food also stayed to look at the proxe. One young 
man came and ate, but continued to linger around the site toss-
ing a Frisbee with some of our students. As they continued to 
talk one of them asked him if he’d seen the proxe and he said 
he hadn’t, but he was interested to see what it was about. As 

our student showed 
him the proxe the 
young man expressed 
a deep sense of be-
ing thirsty but he didn’t 
know what could quench his 
thirst. Our student shared how 
Jesus promise to give us living water 
and the student ended up giving his life to 
Christ. 
 At Soul Surf we spent the last day talking about im-
portant it was to take our newfound evangelism skills and 
motivation back to campus. Subsequently a couple of weeks 
after spring break we ran the same proxes on the Quad and 
at several dorms around campus. We had hundreds more 
spiritual conversations on campus and many of our students 
have started investigative Bible studies with people they met 
during the proxes including 2 members of the Athiests, Ag-
nostics, and Free Thinkers club who were interested in what 
we were doing and had never heard Christianity explained 
like that. Furthermore 2 of our students who went to Soul 
Surf had evangelistic conversations with friends the first week 
back and led 2 students to Christ. Since getting back 4 of the 
students who went to Soul Surf have led friends to Christ 
and over a hundred different students have worked a proxe 
station at some point. Soul Surf has helped inspire a new zeal 
for relevant and contextually appropriate evangelism on cam-
pus.
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 Pray For

During Soul Surf We Had:

Chapter Focus Week: The week after finals is our annual 
week-long retreat with students for planning training 
for next year. We have over 120 students signed up al-
ready with about a week left before it starts. Pray for our 
students to have transformative experience that carry 
over into missional activity next Fall.


