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75 years of ministry!

stories that keep us coming back for more

come celebrate!

fall 2013

Urgent Outreach. Ming, leader of the 
Marching Illini (MI) Bible study and cymbals 

section leader, reflects on his 
first few weeks:

“For 370 University of Il-
linois students, the start of 
a new school year means 
one thing: band camp! It’s 
one week of sweat, sunburn, 

dehydration, and achy feet. For the 6 return-
ing members of the MI Bible study, band camp 
presents an additional challenge. We are sur-
rounded by a culture that glorifies the self. It is 
a culture of indulgence and self-gratification, 
but the Lord has placed us here for a reason.

Starting the season is always difficult. We 

needed to be encouraged to live out our faith 
because it’s easy to withdraw into your safe 
place. I knew we would have to move with 
urgency, because the rest of the band has 
their own “outreach” to get everyone to 
their parties and get really drunk. We had 
to move fast. This year, I hoped and prayed 
that our small group would stretch themselves 
beyond their comfort zone and be bold for 
Christ. I organized a few 
outreach ideas: set up a 
booth with flyers, make 
section announcements, 
and also a full band an-
nouncement. As I was 
presenting these ideas, 
I carried a bag of uncertainty. Who would 
volunteer? Would people be excited to do this? 
Am I going to be left high and dry? Despite my 
doubt, God had answered my prayers. I re-
ceived so many positive responses, even from 
people that had shown up to small group once 
in the last semester! 
At this point, I knew 
God was up to some-
thing. I knew God 
was going to move 
in ways larger than I 
could imagine.
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The Alma Mater was 
removed for repairs in 
spring 2012 .

In 1939, before InterVarsity was even official in the US, a group of 
students the University of Illinois became an InterVarsity chapter, a 
chapter that has had significant impact on the whole movement. On 
October 18, 2014 we will have the opportunity to gather as benefi-
ciaries of the work of God at U of I. We will celebrate our rich history, 
revisit the campus, reconnect with friends, and rally giving and prayer 
support for the future of the ministry. Will you join us in Champaign-
Urbana for this momentous celebration?



The night of small group arrived. I didn’t know 
what to expect, but again God surprised me. 
We had a record-breaking 19 people show up 
with 11 of them being new students! What an 
answer to prayer! During a great discussion, 
I remember standing in awe of God and the 
power of his Spirit. I pray eagerly, expecting 
God to continue expanding His kingdom in MI. 
If He can move this big in a few short weeks, 
imagine how much more He can do this 
semester!”

Converted to Share. Last year, Gustavo, 
a small group leader in PAR, had a vision to 
see God renew his dorm floor leading him to 
sacrificially pour into building relationships with 

his floor-mates. Josh, who had 
gone to church a little grow-
ing up, noticed Gustavo’s faith 
and began to ask questions. A 
freshman small group member 
began a GIG (Group Investi-
gating God) with Josh. They 
spent most of last year meeting 
up weekly to study Scripture 

one-on-one, and Josh began getting to know 
more Christians in the IV community. But when 
the school year ended, no one knew where 
Josh stood spiritually.

This fall, Gustavo invited Josh to come to our 
New Student Retreat. The Thursday before 
NSR, Laura (new staff) and Gustavo met to talk 
about starting a GIG on his floor. They ended 
up spending a lot of the time praying for Josh, 
asking that he would become a Christian and 
help Gustavo with the floor GIG. That week-
end, not only did Josh become a Christian, he 
also committed to leading a Bible study with 
non-Christians.

Since then, Josh has been a vibrant participant 
in God’s mission in PAR, wanting everyone to 
experience God through Scripture and com-
munity as he has this past year. During a dorm 
outreach the PAR community invited people to 
share why they love or hate religion, and Josh 
was so eager to have conversations passers-by 
that his SGL had to encourage him to let other 
members have conversations too!

Reaching the Creative. Meg reflects 
on her work to reach the thousands of artists at 
University of Illinois:

Arts Ministry this year has started in a spirit of 
prayer, ushered onto campus by the prayers 
of supporters and staff. As a former art student 
who was just beginning to see the wealth of 
witnessing opportunities within the arts, I’m 
overjoyed to be planting a community among 
the musicians, visual artists, performers, and ar-
chitects on campus. God is ready to break into 
the art-world here, and so far there are about 6 
of us rolling up our sleeves and getting started.

Passion for Witness. We’ve been study-
ing Matthew this fall and in mid-November we 
came to the Jesus’ passion. Justin, Area Coor-
dinator in the six-pack, realized that this could 
be a critical week for students to respond to 
the gospel, so he challenged his small group 
leaders (SGLs) to give a gospel presentation 
during SG and invite a response. Dustin, a 
six-pack SGL, has had three 
non-Christians regularly at-
tending, and decided to take 
on Justin’s challenge. A few 
days later, at the end of their 
study, Dustin broke out his 
white board and walked his 
12 members through a clear 
presentation of the gospel 
with three different invitations. After giving his 
SG a few minutes to process, he said, “Now as 
I make each invitation, I want to invite you to 
respond by raising your hand.” At each invita-
tion, students raised their hands to respond to 
Jesus! The most exciting response was from 
Jessica, a non-Christian freshman who had 
never been to a small group: she raised her 
hand to accept Jesus into her life for the first 
time! Amidst cheers, hugs and shouts of “this is 
awesome!”, Dustin prayed for Jessica and her 
new life in Christ. 
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join our facebook group!
Could you use more encouragement and good news in 

your life? Join the UIUC InterVaristy Alumni group!

This gives staff a way to post up-to-date campus ministry 
celebrations. While you’re at it, you can reconnect with 

old friends and remember the good things God did  
during your time  at the University of Illinois.

http://www.facebook.com/groups/392230157517283/?fref=ts
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meet the staff

moving on

rediscovered her passion for 
chocolate malts at Custard Cup 
this summer (and then kept redis-
covering it over and over…)
has already spent 70 hours  
listening to an audiobook on 
World War II from the 1970s.  
...only 30 more hours to go!

just started 5 dreads in her hair 
in celebration of starting arts 
ministry
Roommates call her “the spice 
queen” because she always cooks 
with spices

staff team’s unofficial 
coordinator of fun

has enjoyed decorating the Loft 
with baskets and fabric from her 

time in Malawi this summer 
really into Korean Dramas (and 

getting everyone to watch them) & 
now has watched more than Jon

forgot to bring jeans to Fall  
Conference, so spent the weekend 

teaching in button down shirts  
and sweatpants.

works out for hours at a time since 
discovering he could watch ESPN 

while on the treadmill

used her InterVarsity experience to 
lead a thriving Navigators ministry 
at her husband’s previous army 
placement...
and now getting readjusted to the 
cold after living in Hawaii

Would love to reach out to the 
hipster population in campus by 
choosing tank tops and v-necks 

for next year’s NSO shirts
really really wishes he could 

play the saxophone
got Brittany into Korean Dramas

has trouble buying clothing in patterns  
other than stripes and solids
just got engaged to Andy Kim
has developed a relationship  
with all the people selling Asian  
food on Green St

single-handedly GIG trained 45 
students this semester. so far.

said yes to a marriage proposal 
made out of hay bales

excited to discover Excel formulas
was 8-2 in her first fantasy  

football league

Madeline Tsui
Campus Staff

Laura Neubert 
Intern

Katie McPherrin 
Associate Area Director

Meg (Schlemer) Sikes
Campus Staff & Arts Ministry

Brittany Small 
Campus Staff

Austin Berger 
Campus Staff

Megan Nachowicz 
Volunteer Staff

we have sent out 26 
staff to 12 campuses 

since 2005

Jon Dagdagan 
Intern

In July, Trever started his new role 
as the Area Director for U of I. So 
he hasn’t actually gone anywhere, 
but you won’t be seeing him in this 
newsletter anymore.
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For every new staff we hire, there is usually 
another gifted, interested candidate who doesn’t 
have the personal network to make fundrais-
ing feasible. Often these are students who have 
become Christians through InterVarsity, are 
passionate about evangelism, but whose fam-
ily doesn’t know many Christians. Similarly, for 
every staff at full support, there are about five 
who are significantly under-funded. If that con-
tinues too long, these staff eventually have to 
find other work, even if we would like to keep 
them.

With nearly 6000 recorded alumni from the 
chapters at U of I, these problems are solvable. 
Growing alumni support translates into less time 
staff spend off-campus fundraising, allows us to 
retain essential skilled labor, gets new interns 
into on-campus training sooner, and opens 
doors for candidates we otherwise could not 
hire.

Currently, fewer than 3% of our alumni are 
actively giving to the “alumni accounts”, the 
accounts that support ongoing work at our alma 
mater. Another few percent support individual  

staff at U of I or elsewhere. Even this modest 
percentage is helping get our staff on campus 
sooner and keep them longer. How much more 
we could do if we spread out the load!

Here’s what you can do:

• Set up monthly giving, even if you can 
only give a modest amount to start. It only 
takes a few minutes on IV’s website. If many 
alumni pitch in, it will make a huge differ-
ence.

• Get your IV friends to join you at our 
reunion on October 18 to celebrate and 
rally support. The more people that sign up, 
the more others will want to come.

Here’s where you do it:

• Alumni from year 2000 and beyond give here:  
donate.intervarsity.org/support/uiucundergrad

• Alumni from before the year 2000 give here: 
donate.intervarsity.org/support/uiucalumni5090

• Find information about the reunion here: 
75th.ivcfillinois.org

many hands
make light work

Send address and email updates to Madeline at madeline.tsui@gmail.com

vital stats
(in april 2013)
217 students  

(33 are non-Christians!) 

53% of students are of  
non-white background

13 new believers
66 freshmen

33 GIGs

test your IV IQ
1. Approximately how many U of I Inter-

Varsity alumni are recorded from the 
undergrad chapters? 
a. 4200
b. 4800
c. 5200 
d. 5800
e. 6200

2. What was the original name of the 

InterVarsity chapter at the University of 

Illinois? 

Answers: 1. b there are 4823. 5869 from all U of I chapters; 2. Illini 
Christian Fellowship

The Six-Pack is gradually being
demolished to make way for the  

new Ikenberry Commons
to be completed in 2016.

Former Gregory 
Drive Res Halls 
(Six Pack)

Nugent Hall - one of 
8 new res halls

10% - gave some kind of gift to 
          IV in the past year

87% - have not given to IV in over a year 
          or have never given a gift at all

3% - give regularly to one 
        of the alumni accounts

All recorded InterVarsity Alumni 
from U of I (approx 5800)

donate.intervarsity.org/support/uiucundergrad

